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From the Manager’s Desk
City Street Trees
Recently the City developed a Tree Management Plan 
that can be found on the City’s website on the Public 
Works page. Big Rapids has over 3,000 trees located in 
Right-of-Ways and City Parks. Trees improve air quality, 
reduce storm water run off, and improve property 
values. Care of this great public resource requires much 
effort and considerable funding. This care includes the 
removal of dead trees and the planting of new trees.

The City partners with property owners every year to 
plant new trees through the Tree Planting Program. 
Information about that program is available on the 
City website. The property owner contributes $75.00 
per tree (total cost per tree is over $200) and can pick 
from a variety of species. The trees will be bagged and 
watered for one year. The City is doing a fall planting for 
2020 and is looking for partners to continue this effort. 
For more information on this program and/or to sign 
up for a tree, please call Trina at 231-592-4015 or email 
her at tpoulos@cityofbr.org.

Hi, my name is Todd Eichler. I am a City of Big Rapids 
park employee. I grew up on the Muskegon river in 
Stanwood, where my parents owned Parker’s Landing. 
Summer was always a busy time with houseboat, 
pontoon, and fishing boat rentals. We also had a 
party store, campground as well as boat sales and 
service. In the winter snow season, my dad and I had 
a snow plowing business. My wife, Melissa, and I have 
a son Ryan. We live just outside of town. When I am 
not working, I enjoy grilling, bowling and I golf on a 
league.

I have always enjoyed working outdoors and having 
a variety of things to do. When my family sold Parker’s 
Landing I started working at the City as seasonal 
worker watering the flowers. I continued to run the 
plow business in the winter until a few years ago. 
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At the City Commission
On Monday, August 17, the City Commission held a 
virtual meeting which began with a Study Session 
by City Attorney Eric Williams about preparing for 
the upcoming Charter Revision process. 

The Commission also acted on several points of 
business including:

• A Resolution on an agreement between the 
City and Ferris State University for a Dial-a-Ride 
(DART) shuttle bus for campus.

• A Resolution authorizing an agreement with the 
2020 CARES Act for Roben Hood Airport, and 
other business.

Commission meetings are open to the public. Join us 
at 6:30 PM on the 1st and 3rd Mondays each month.

Todd with his family.



Now I have the opportunity to work as a full time park 
employee. Most people I see around town know me 
from my days watering.

I have been with the City full time for 5 years. My 
duties include assisting the seasonal employees with 
daily assignments, mowing downtown and the park 
grounds. I also take care of the public safety lawn and 
maintain the public restrooms. In the winter I plow 
snow with the front end loader. 

My favorite part of my job is still the flowers. I work 
with an excellent team with two other staff to ensure 
the plants are watered and fed. I like to help with the 
planting of everything when it comes in the spring. It’s 
rewarding to see the downtown look so great at this 
time of the year. Everyone who assists in the design 
and care of the plants does a great job.

By the Numbers: 08/03/20-08/16/20
Dial-a-Ride Service
• 1,432 Total Passengers
• 1,432 Demand Response Passengers
• 0 Ferris Shuttle Riders 
• 224 Adult Riders and 124 Child Riders
• 1,084 Senior or Disabled Riders

Big Rapids Community Library
• Two exhibits are on view now at the Library to 

celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the 19th 
Amendment and Women’s Right to Vote.

• The Library is open and people are welcomed 
inside to browse for materials or use the 
computers. Masks and social distancing are 
required. 

• Contactless pick up remains available. If you 
request an item online or over the phone, it will 
be checked out to you and waiting for you in the 
lobby ready to go.

• MelCat service has restarted.
• The online summer reading program ends soon! 

Go to bigrapidslibrary.org for more event details. 

Meet and Greet continued

Absentee Ballot Update
The City of Big Rapids will be sending out Absentee 
Ballots beginning the week of September 21st.  If you 
believe that you sent in an application for an absentee 
ballot for the November 3, 2020 election and have 
not received a ballot by the second week of October, 
please email voting@cityofbr.org with your name and 
contact information. 

In light of all of the media pertaining to the delivery 
of absentee ballots, we encourage you to return your 
absentee ballot using the black Ballot Box outside 
the front door of City Hall.  Please keep in mind that 
you need to sign the absentee ballot envelope before 
returning it. 

Todd with the downtown flowers this summer.

Todd’s view of downtown from the snowplow.


